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BECOMING MORE DEVOTED TO GOD IN PRAYER
By Ken Ramey  |  Pastor-Teacher

As you know, I 
recently started a 
new Wednesday 
night series at The 
B r i dge en t i t l ed 
“Lord, Teach Us To 
Pray.”   That was 

the request the twelve discipleʼs 
made to our Lord Jesus Christ 
because they were intrigued by the 
frequency with which He would 
retreat to a quiet place to be alone 
with God in prayer as well as the 
intimacy with which He communed 
with His Heavenly Father.  Also, they 
had likely concluded that his private 
prayer life was the secret behind the 
public manifestation of Godʼs power 
in His life and ministry.  In answer to 
their request, Jesus gave them a 
sample or model prayer to follow 

when they prayed. We know it today 
as the Lordʼs Prayer.  

The Lordʼs Prayer is by far the most 
famous prayer in the world. It has 
been repeated millions, maybe even 
billions of times by countless people 
and is regularly recited in churches 
all around the globe.  Unfortunately, 
what most people donʼt realize is the 
Lord never intended this prayer to 
merely be recited but to influence 
and inspire our own prayers. The 
Lordʼs Prayer serves as an outline of 
the basic topics that we should 
include in our prayers, along with the 
attitudes and desires that should be 
expressed in our prayers.

From what weʼve been seeing in our 
study in the book of Acts, the 

disciples not only patterned their 
prayers after the Lordʼs Prayer but 
also prioritized prayer in their lives 
and ministries like they had observed 
in their Lordʼs life and ministry.  One 
of the underlying themes of Acts is 
the disciplesʼ devotion to prayer (cf. 
Acts 1:14; 2:42; 6:4).  Throughout the 
New Testament, devotion to prayer 
among Godʼs people is not only 
modeled but also commanded (cf. 
Rom. 12:12).  

My purpose for teaching through the 
Lordʼs Prayer over the next couple of 
months is so that we as Godʼs 
people would be more devoted to 
prayer so that we would see the 
power of God manifested more in our 
personal lives and in the life of our 
church.  The old saying is so true: no 

LAKESIDELIFE
M

ar
ch

 -
 A

p
ri

l 2
01

0



2

prayer-no power; little prayer-little 
power; much prayer-much power.

We will never experience all that God 
has for us until we learn to frequently 
and fervently seek His face and our 
daily time spent alone with Him in 
prayer is what we look forward to the 
most. Itʼs convicting when you 
consider the fact that God wants to 
spend time with us far more than we 
want to spend time with Him.  
Imagine rece iv ing a personal 
invitation from a king, president, or 
s o m e o t h e r f a m o u s p e r s o n 
requesting you to spend time with 
them. Most of us would drop 
everything to take advantage of the 
opportunity. How unthinkable it would 
be to respond by telling them that we 
are too busy or have more important 

things to do. But how much more 
unthinkable it is to not take advantage 
of the undeserved invitation that the 
God of the universe has given His 
children to spend time with Him 
because we are too busy or have 
more important things to do.  

As Godʼs children, we should be so 
greatly humbled and deeply grateful 
to have direct access to His presence 
through Christʼs shed blood for us 
tha t we never squander tha t 
unfathomable privilege. Jesus Christ 
suffered and died on the cross so that 
sinners like us could boldly approach 
His throne of grace (cf. Heb. 4:16; 
10:19-22).  In the words of Warren 
Wiersbe, “The very privilege of prayer 
is ours at a great price....To neglect 
prayer is to cheapen everything 

Jesus accomplished for us at Calvary 
and is doing for us now in glory” (On 
Earth As It Is In Heaven, 13).

When we consider how Christ 
interceded for us through His death 
on the cross and how He continues to 
intercede for us through His prayers 
at the right hand of God, we should 
be compelled  to come boldly into His 
presence and ask Him anything we 
want. We know we have an advocate 
with the Father and we can expect He 
will give us whatever we ask if we are 
obeying Him, living a life that is 
pleasing to Him (1 Jn 3:22) and 
asking for spiritual things that are in 
accordance with His will for us. For 
every believer who comes before 
God as an obedient, expectant child 
to his father, God will smother them 
with blessings above and beyond 
anything they can ask or could even 
imagine.   

Please be praying that God will use 
this series on the Lordʼs Prayer to 
make a life-changing impact on all of 
us, especially me. Also please pray 
that we would see His power made 
more manifest, namely in more 
people in our community coming to 
know Christ as their personal Lord 
and Savior and more people in our 
church growing into the likeness of 
Christ.  And if your schedule does not 

LA
K

E
S

ID
E
LI
FE

 M
ar

ch
 -

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
0

2                                                                                                                                              WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG

In many peopleʼs mind, if they donʼt get 
anything out of the sermon, itʼs the preacherʼs 
fault. But thatʼs only half true. The Bible 
teaches that listeners must partner with the 
p reacher so tha t t he Word o f God 
accomplishes its intended purpose of 
transforming their life. Expository Listening is 
your handbook on biblical preaching sounds 
like, but also how to receive it, and ultimately, 
what to do about it. You need to know how to 
look for the Word of God, to love the Word of 
God, and to live the Word of God. In this way, 
God and His Word will be honored and 
glorified through your life.

EXPOSITORY LISTENING
A HANDBOOK FOR HEARING AND DOING 
GODʼS WORD
By Ken Ramey

A CALL TO PRAYER
By J.C. Ryle I have a question to offer you. It is contained 

in three words, DO YOU PRAY?  The 
question is one that none but you can 
answer. Whether you attend public worship 
or not, your minister knows. Whether you 
have family  prayers or not your relations 
know. But whether you pray in private or 
not, is a matter between yourself and God.  
A Call To Prayer is a highly  recommend 
resource. 

http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
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allow you to attend The Bridge on Wednesday nights, I 
want to strongly encourage you to listen to this important 
series online, especially the introductory sermon I 
preached on February 10 entitled “Talking to God As His 
Son.” 

NEGLECTING GODLY COUNSEL
By Adam Tyson  |  Associate-Pastor & Outreach

As I have been reading through 
Proverbs each month on our Bible 
reading plan, something has hit me 
hard. I have realized more than ever 
that at times I am a fool! Proverbs 
12:15 says, “The way of a fool is 

right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who 
listens to counsel.” There are times in life when I 
believe I am right in my  own eyes apart from the 
Word of God. This actually  happens every  time I 
sin. At those moments I believe that I know better 
than God. So I refuse to heed His counsel, and 
sometimes the counsel of others, and go my own 
way  diving head long into my sin. I donʼt want to be 
a fool. How about you? Have you been acting 
foolish lately? Have you neglected the counsel of 
Godʼs Word, your spouse, your parents, or other 
godly  people who care for you to pursue your own 
agenda? May  God help  me and us all to listen to 
His counsel and to follow  the wisdom of God over 
the wisdom of man!

This past month our youth group had the best 
attendance ever at a camp. By  Godʼs grace we took 
72 people to Winter Camp! But I am more excited 
about the Word of God that went forth and 

challenged us all on the topic “Sins of the Mouth.” 
We had several in depth discussions in small 
groups with students about the fact that the sins 
that come out of our mouths (disrespecting parents, 
name-calling, even cursing...) come from our 
hearts. If we can submit our hearts to God and have 
Him cleanse us with the water of His Word, then 
hopefully  our speech would reflect Spirit-filled 
communication. We want to develop young people 
who have speech full of grace and seasoned with 
salt (Col. 4:6).

We are excited about our High School Camp this 
summer (July  25-31) and wanted to let you know of 
how you could help be a part. The cost of this camp 
will be over $350 and many  students are willing to 
work to help pay  their way. Look for a list of 
students (to be available soon) whom you could hire 
to help you do some spring cleaning, yard work, or 
whatever you need done around the house. Thanks 
for praying for and supporting our student ministry!
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RESURRECTION SUNDAY
Please join us at 8:30am or 10:30am for our Resurrection Sunday Service to praise God for the 
resurrection of Christ after His sacrificial death.

APR
2

MAR
26-27

LBC INVITATIONAL  
Come out for a day of golf and great teaching from former NFL Atlanta Falcons player, Bryan 
McKenzie.  Bryan now serves as the Pastor-Teacher of Grace Bible Church in Clute, Texas.

APR
19

  JULY 25-31 
$300

HIGH SCHOOL
SUMMER CAMP
JULY25-31
$350

2010

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE
Please join us at 7:00pm as we celebrate and remember the sacrifice of Christ through communion 
at our Good Friday Communion Service.

TRIPP PARENTING CONFERENCE 
Paul Tripp will address the principles about the family and the heart with regard to the three primary 
stages of parenting at Bethel Church of Houston. Register at bethelofhouston.com/parenting-seminar

MAR
12-13

W.O.E RETREAT 
Ladies, please join us for a wonderful time of fellowship and growth as we learn that “Salvation is 
from the Lord” from Margaret Ashmore.

http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
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     WEEKLY SCHEDULE

 SUNDAY

8:00am	
 Worship Service

9:30am	
 Equipping Hour

10:45am	
 Worship Service

 WEDNESDAY

5:30pm	
 Fellowship Supper

6:30pm	
 The Bridge

	
 Truth

	
 Word of Life Club

For information on upcoming 

        events visit us at   

www.lakesidebiblechurch.org

www.my.lakesidebiblechurch.org

Baptism service  

LAKESIDE BIBLE CHURCH

MARCH
14
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KOA Campgrounds
5:00pm

BAPTISM SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP SUPPER

http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
http://WWW.LAKESIDEBIBLECHURCH.ORG
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